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San Diego Bay Cleanup Levels 
Pursuant to Resolution No. 92-49

• Sediment remediation is conducted to protect 
beneficial uses like aquatic life, wildlife, and human 
health

• San Diego Water Board is obligated to have a 
presumptive cleanup goal to require cleanup to 
attain background water conditions (the water 
quality that existed before the discharge)

• San Diego Water Board may establish a cleanup 
level above background water quality conditions, if 
the Board determines it is technologically or 
economically infeasible to achieve background 
water quality conditions
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Shipyard Sediment Site Background
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Distribution of PCBs in Surface Sediment in Relation to 120 µg/kg (84 µg/kg partial sum)
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San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board

North

Central

• Background of 5.27-5.67 µg/kg (subset of congeners), estimated 7.53 to 8.10 µg/kg (all congeners)
• Mediation at a site, Water Board used a background PCB value of zero. 

January 2024
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Distribution of PCBs in Surface Sediment in Relation to 8.10 µg/kg
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Use of Forensics to Evaluate PCB Patterns in Sediment Trap Samples
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PCB Congener ID 

Comparison Of Sediment Trap ST33 (Blue) Versus Sediment Trap ST38 (Red) PCB Congener DistributionsA

Retrieval
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Comparison of PCB Signatures in Sediment Trap Samples to Surface Sediment
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2018 and 2023 Total PCB Concentrations and Signatures in Surface Sediment 
Relative to RSS
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Conclusions

North

CentralRecommend use of 
sediment traps to assess 
site-specific 
recontamination potential 

Offers a more accurate 
basis for predicting 
post-remedial sediment 
concentrations 

Sets realistic 
expectations for long-
term remediation 
outcomes
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Thank you!

North

Jennifer Parker 

jparker@barr.com
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